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Two sisters, Ellen King and Irene Manion come together in this exhibition to
express their love of native birds through their chosen media. Ellen works in felt,
while Irene explores visual imagery 2-dimensionally, using fibre and watercolour.

Ellen King

Ellen’s recent encounter with a spotted pardalote and the sighting of a Gouldian
finch in the wild in the far reaches of Western Australia has been a springboard
for her wearable art in the “Birds of a Feather” exhibition. Ellen has taken
inspiration from Australian birds, in particular the colours of their feathers: from
the many shades of black, white and grey in the magpie, to the soft green and
blue of the kingfisher.

Ellen is a feltmaker with particular interest in wearable art, creating light-to-the
touch, draping garments in soft merino wool and luxurious silk. They envelop the
body, offering warmth and comfort, whilst simultaneously capturing attention
through her striking, eye-catching designs. She uses a wet felting method which
includes nuno felting and shibori techniques to create texture, movement

and depth of colour. The result is a deep reflection on and translation of her
experiences and encounters with nature in abstract form.

Irene Manion

Celebrating mainly local birds near her home in Lake Macquarie, Irene’s work
expresses her deep awareness of the interconnections between all life forms and
the environment.

In this exhibition she depicts many of our favourite backyard birds such as the
magpies and rainbow lorikeets, however, she has also worked on studies of

birds on endangered lists such as the Regent Honeyeater and the Gouldian
Finch. In many of her pieces she has intentionally placed the bird in its favoured
environment where food sources are located.

Pushing the stitched medium in new directions in her fibre work she incorporates
a range of techniques including digital design, photography, dye sublimation
printing and unconventional machine stitching techniques.

Her watercolours are a more spontaneous expression of her avian obsession.



Irene Manion
Birds of a Feather

Fibre pieces

1 Gliding Home, Blue Mountains

Size: 45cm x 57cmm x .7cm

Machine and hand embroidery using long-stitch
technique

Appliqued onto a digitally transfer-printed background

Price:$720

The outstretched wings of the gliding magpie reveal their unique black and white
plumage pattern.

Breeding magpies have their own staunchly defended territory. At dusk, the magpie
parent will fly out and check the boundaries of the family’s territory. Here, the last
light of day hits the escarpment of the Grose River Valley, as the magpie swoops
home for the evening.

A mixture of machine embroidery on the appliqued bird and hand stitching on the
background mountains has been used. 4

2 Swooping Low

Size: 48cm x 56cm x .7cm

Machine and hand embroidery using long-stitch technique
Appliqued onto a digitally transfer-printed background

Price:$720

This study of a magpie in flight, places the bird in a man-made environment with
the floor space covered with patterned tiles. Each tile contains a symmetrical
stylised image of four magpies and reflects on a European tradition of weaving

and embroidery of stylised birds and animals. The native bird has adapted very
comfortably to an urbanised environment where nearly every back yard has its own
pair who visit daily, warble high in the trees and bring their youngsters along to

entertain us.
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3 Morning in Everyone’s Back Yard

Size: 48cm x 56cmm x .7cm

Machine and hand embroidery using long-stitch

technique
Appliqued onto a digitally transfer-printed background

Price:$820

Magpies are efficient feeders, and the urban lawn is the perfect grazing ground

for magpies who are able to hear the sound of beetles and worms just below the
surface. Their hearing is exceptional, and once they have identified a sound, will take
a few rapid steps and pounce on the ‘noisy’ prey. I've never seen them not succeed
in pouncing at exactly the precise spot, and this magpie was doing just that, when |
captured him, first with my camera, and then on fabric with stitches.

4 Gouldian Finches Symphony

Size: 54cm x 54cm

Machine and hand embroidery using long-stitch and
traditional free-machining techniques.
Appliqued onto a digitally transfer-printed background

Price: $900

Gouldian Finches used to inhabit central and northern Australia in vast numbers.
Flocks of thousands of these small birds would descend on waterholes, creating
flickering moments of intense colourful movement. They live and feed on the tall
native grass varieties. A few years ago, they were there in their thousands. Today they
are there in groups of twenty or thirty. Loss of habitat is a primary cause for their
numbers diminishing in the wild. The only reason why they are not endangered is
because their beauty has led to them being bred in captivity in large numbers.



Irene Manion

Birds of a Feather
Watercolours

5 Galah Antics Il 6. Baroque Galahs
Size:Unframed:58cm x 40cm Size: unframed: 30cm x 41.8cm
Framed under glass: 88cm x 62.5cm Framed under glass 44 x 54cm
Watercolour on Arches Watercolour on Arches
Price: $900 Price:$650
This image is a synthesis of many individual studies | have taken of the flocks of When in flight, the beautiful spread of feathers in the galah’s wings becomes visible.
galahs landing on the electrical wires where they proceed to show each other how My efforts to capture photos of these birds in flight have resulted in this synthesis of
they can balance or hang in the most precarious ways. They are incredibly fun loving images of them in a Baroque-like sky, filled with clouds and splashes of pink and grey.

as well as amorous and provide endless entertainment to each other as well as
anyone else who might decide to watch.



7. Chance Encounter

Size: unframed: 41.8cm x 30cm
Framed under glass 54cm: x 44cm

Watercolour on Arches

Price:$650 8. Lorikeets in Bottlebrush

Size: 30cm x 41.8cm
Framed under glass 44 x 54cm

Watercolour on Arches

Price:$650

The Rainbow Lorikeet has a tongue that looks like a miniature bottlebrush. With this
uniquely evolved tool they are able to remove the pollen and suck the nectar from
blossoming flowers such as the native Bottle Brush (Callistemon). They will flock

to plants that are in peak blossoming time and feed on the flowers, whilst busily
chirping at each other. These noisy social gatherings, over a healthy lunch, occur quite
regularly in my backyard.

Galahs often fly in flocks around our neighbourhood at Lake Macquarie. This pair
are caught, frozen in flight. They remind me of the words of the John Williams song:
“Galaxies of Pink Galahs, crystal nights with diamond stars.”

| often witness these moments when the flock of galahs in flight reveal their
magnificent, abundant feathered wings in this striking combination of pinks and
greys. Their raucous squeals fill the skies as the fly past in their flocks.
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9. Lorikeet in Downward Dive

10. Sunset Warbler
Size: 30cm x 41.8cm

Framed under glass 44 x 54cm Size: 30cm x 41.8cm
Framed under glass 44 x 54cm

Watercolour on Arches
Watercolour on Arches

Price:$650
Price:$650
One of the fastest fliers, Rainbow lorikeets flit past on invisible paths that take them Another magpie warbling in the evening sunlight.
from one food source to the next at incredibly high speed. They often fly at speeds | always know I’'m going to have a good day when my favourite bird, the magpie
of over 50 kilometres per hour. Capturing them in flight at these speeds requires luck greets me with a warble. | love the sound and it always lifts my spirits. They are
and a very fast shutter speed of 1/4000th of a second. likewise a welcome sound at the end of the day.

In this piece | have taken a step beyond my regular watercolours and have
incorporated stitch.



11. Morning Ritual

Size: 23cm x 31cm
Framed under glass 44 x 54cm

Watercolour on Arches

Price: $550

These two magpies are grazing on the lawn as the sun rises above the trees at the
bottom of our street. They are there year round and we have had a pair nesting and
producing youngsters for the past 14 years or more in the same gum tree on our
block. They shelter on our verandah when it rains and our garden appears to be a
very useful spot in their local territory.
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12. Regent Honeyeaters Feeding

Size: unframed: 23cm x 31cm
Framed under glass 44 x 54cm

Watercolour on Arches

Price:$550

The Regent Honeyeater is one of the most endangered birds in Australia and these
jewels of the forest have been bred in captivity in an effort to boost their numbers.
A number were recently released in the local area in Lake Macquarie and | was
fortunate on a cold wintery morning to capture a few shots of these birds in the
wild. They depend on habitat for their survival, and as this diminishes, so do their
numbers. They are nectar-feeding birds and the beautiful native grevillieas provide

them with a rich source of food.
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Ellen King
Birds of a Feather

Fibre

MAGPIE SERIES

When watching magpies closely as they visit our garden, my attention is drawn to
the magic of their varying feather patterns and colouration. It is not just the striking
black and white plumage of the adult birds, but also the soft feathery shades of grey
with splashes of brown that are part of the rich fluffy coat of the young magpie that
| find most attractive. The magpie series of garments envelops the wearer in a soft
draping covering. A link to this well-loved bird.

1. Swooped (Magpie Series)

70cm x 73cm

Sleeveless vest, wet felted, nuno felting,
merino, silk, eco dyed silk

Price: $670
16

2. Magpie | (Magpie Series)
68cm x 173cm

Wrap, wet felted, nuno felting, merino, silk, eco-
dyed silk, brooch

Price: $600
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3. Magpie 2 (Magpie Series)
47cm x 198cm

Long narrow wrap, wet felted, nuno felting,
merino, silk, brooch

Price: $520
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4. Black & White (Magpie Series)
106cm x 188cm

Reversable cutwork wrap with printed feathers,
wet felted, nuno felting, merino, silk

Price: $600
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5 White Feathers (Magpie Series0

30cm x 138cm

Scarf with feather print, wet felted merino,
silk, brooch

Price: $250
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PARDALOTE SERIES

The Spotted Pardalote is covered in small distinct white spots, which help to
camouflage the tiny bird, whilst feeding amongst lerp covered gum leaves. The
males are particularly colourful, with bright golden throats and rust-red rumps. On a
bushwalk, we rested on the side of the track, when a little spotted pardalote became
anxious and flew in and amongst the group of walkers. We realized we may have
been too close to a nest, and quickly moved away.

6. Canopy (Pardalote Series)

102cm x 67cm

Jacket, wet felted, nuno felting, merino, silk,
eco-dyed silk

Price: $900
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7 Pardalote (Pardalote Series)

45cm x 165¢cm 8. Striated (Pardalote Series)

Long narrow wrap, wet felted, nuno felting, 127cm x 67cm
merino, silk, eco dyed silk, brooch

Long sleeveless coat, wet felted, nuno
Price: $520 felting, merino, silk, hand-stitched

embellishment

Price:$900

The Striated Pardalote is a small bird, inhabiting woodland forests. On a recent
bushwalk, a pair of striated pardalotes chirped and busily flitted in and amongst the
foliage, far too quickly for me to capture with my camera. The male has a golden
yellow face and a bright red spot on his white striated wing. My sleeveless jacket
emulates the flurry of colours the birds created, as | watched them for that brief

moment.
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KINGFISHER SERIES

The kingfisher is an unmistakable bird which inhabits riverbanks. Its beautiful blues,
sharp eyes and swift flight are identifying features. It poises on water’s edges, ready
to dive and create that sparkling splash on the surface on the water as they fish for
food. On the Barwon River, in inland NSW, | had the pleasure of watching a kingfisher
grooming its feathers in the morning sunlight after procuring a breakfast catch.

9. Kingfisher (Kingfisher Series)
54cm x 200cm

Reversable scarf, wet felted, nuno felting,
merino, silk, hand stitched embellishment

Price: $600
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10. Splash (Kingfisher Series)

43cm 46cm

Scarf, wet felted, nuno & shibori felting,

25

merino, silk

Price: $520



GOULDIAN FINCH SERIES

The Gouldian Finch in the wild is rare, but whilst walking in the Drysdale River
National Park in far north WA, | had the good fortune to watch a very small flock
flitting around in tall grass. Beautiful colours, and a soft twittering song. A moment |
will always treasure.

11 Gouldian Finch 1(Gouldian Finch Series)
80cm x 144cm
Wrap, wet felted, merino, silk, brooch

Price: $600
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12 Gouldian Finch 2 (Gouldian Finch Series)
59cm x 220cm

Long narrow wrap, wet felted, merino, silk,
printed silk, brooch

Price: $520
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RED ROBIN SERIES

Whilst bush walking in Gundabooka National Park, western NSW, | watched a
beautiful red robin dancing about on a dead branch in the late afternoon sun.

With alert attention he would fly away and then return to what seemed to be his
favourite lookout position. This small bird with bright red and black plumage was the
inspiration for these garments

14 Red Robin 2 (Red Robin Series)

65cm x 134cm

13 Red Robin 1 (Red Robin Series)
Wrap, wet felted, nuno felting, merino, silk,
S7cm x 202cm hand-stitched embellishment, brooch

Triangle wrap, wet felted, nuno felting, Price: $550

merino, silk, hand-stitched embellishment,
brooch

Price: $520
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15 Wrapped in Red (Red Robin Series)
84cm x 200cm
Barred stripped wrap, wet felted, merino, silk

Price: $670
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